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14 JANUARY - 26 MAY

There is no better occasion to visit India than during Kumbh Mela which is not only the greatest Indian Festival
but is also the largest gathering of people for the spiritual beneﬁt and attracts millions of devotees from all over
the world who assemble at Haridwar, once of the most sacred places for Hindus which literally means Gateway
to God situated in foothills of Himalayas. In Rishikesh (the nearby town), Ganges emerges from mighty
Himalayas and ﬂows through Gangetic plains for rest of its journey. The place is also famous in the world for
Beatles Ashram where the world-famous rock bank group stayed to learn Transcendental Meditation.
The festival is once-in-a-lifetime experience for every visitor who is curious about Hindu religion and
philosophy. The whole atmosphere during Kumbh Mela is bursting with sounding bells, chanting of Vedic
hymns and mantras, procession of Naga Sadhus and other Akhaaras on camels and elephants in their
gold and silver chariots being pulled by devotees, as they display their strength and skills is a pure
enchantment for the soul.
Kumbh has different signiﬁcance for different people. It depends on how one wants to perceive it.
For those, looking for spirituality, it is a place which is divine with all spiritual gurus around
you. For the travellers, it is an experience to come across the largest gathering of
like-minded people not only from India but around the world. For photographers,
it offers an opportunity to capture images of various moods, attires and faith
of people which they cannot ﬁnd anywhere else. For
researchers, it is a project on how an urban
settlement can be created in such a short time
with existence of urban-religious interface.
A dip in Ganges at Haridwar at the
time of Kumbh Mela is believed
to attain moksha from
vicious cycle of birth
and rebirth.

Your Travel Partner in India
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HOW TO REACH HARIDWAR

HARIDWAR
TRAVEL INFORMATION

BY AIR
Nearest airport to Haridwar is in Dehradun (Jolly Grant
Airport), 40 km away from the town and is connected to
Delhi, Jaipur, Mumbai, Bangalore and Ahmedabad by
direct ﬂight.

Blessed by the presence of Brahma, Vishnu and
Maheshwar, the three major Hindu Gods, the temple town
of Haridwar is considered as one of the most sacred
Hindu places in India. With a backdrop of beautiful
Himalayan mountains, the lush green forests and the fastmoving river add charm to this holy city. Haridwar is a
pilgrimage destination for millions of Hindu people who
come from across India and even outside India to take a
dip into the holy water of the river Ganges. It is widely
believed that all sins of a person will be washed away
after taking a dip in the river's holy water at Haridwar. The
city also attracts foreign nationals who come to Haridwar
to closely experience the complex Hindu culture, with its
beautiful rituals and ancient wisdom.

BY RAIL
The railway station at Haridwar is well connected to all
major cities in India and is therefore a convenient mode of
transport to reach Haridwar. However, it is very difﬁcult to
get train tickets unless booked couple of months in
advance owing to the large crowds travelling to Haridwar
for Kumbh Mela festival.
BY ROAD
Haridwar is connected to all major cities in India via
national highways and can therefore be easily reached
easily by cars and coaches.

PLACES TO SEE IN HARIDWAR

DISTANCES FROM HARIDWAR
• DEHRADUN - 40 KM
• DELHI - 220 KM
• AGRA - 400 KM
• JAIPUR - 500 KM
• LUCKNOW - 500 KM
• AMRITSAR - 420 KM
• CHANDIGARH - 210 KM

Har Ki Pauri: This popular ghat on the banks of River
Ganges in Haridwar is considered one of the most sacred
Hindu sites. It is believed to have been visited by Lord
Shiva and Lord Vishnu during the Vedic period.
Constructed by King Vikramaditya in memory of his
brother, Bhartrihari, it is considered to be the exact place
where the holy river Ganges descends from the
mountains into the plains. It is the site for the beautiful
Ganga Aarti ceremony every evening.
Ganga Aarti: River Ganges is worshipped by Hindu
people in India for supporting life and livelihood of the
people since time immemorial. Every evening, the sacred
ghat on the Ganges river called Har-ki-Pauri, turns into a
site of great devotion as hundreds of devotees and priests
gather together for prayers, offering diyas (lamps) and
marigold ﬂowers to the holy river which then ﬂoat and
light up the river. Chanting Vedic rhyms with the devotees
and listening to divine music turns ceremonious Ganga
Aarti into a surreal experience.
Bara Bazaar: Numerous tiny stalls selling variety of goods
like shawls, glass bangles and cane baskets line this
beautiful and colourful market called Bara Bazaar.
Pleasant smell of prasaad (food offered to Gods during
prayers) and mouth watering food engulfs you as you
shop for spiritual paraphernalia in this market located on
the banks of the river Ganga.
Mansa Devi Temple: Located at the top of Shivalik Hill,
the Mansa Devi temple is dedicated to the wife of Nag
(Snake) king Vasuki, Goddess Mansa Devi who is believed
to fulﬁl all wishes of devotees visiting her temple. With its
location at the top of a hill, the temple offers a
commanding view of Haridwar. Devotees of the Goddess
tie a sacred thread to an ancient tree in the temple
premises as make their wishes. Once the wishes are
fulﬁlled, he/she returns to Mansa Devi temple in Haridwar
to remove these threads.
Chandi Devi Temple: Built by king Suchat Singh of Kasmir
in 1929, the temple of Chandi Devi sits atop the Neel
Parvat which is a 3 kilometer trek from Chandi Ghat. It is
the considered to be the site where Goddess Chandi Devi
defeated the demon king Shumbhu-Nishumbha. The
temple is now accessible via a ropeway which begins
near Gauri Shanker Temple and offers a panoramic view
of the city.

Haridwar
Kumbh Mela

CLIMATE
Situated in North India, Haridwar enjoys typical humid
sub-tropical climate. Winter season ranges from
November to February. Owing to its location at the bank of
Ganges river, temperature in Haridwar dip to 2ºC during
nights but hovers around 2ºC during the day owing to
clear skies and direct sunlight. It doesn't snow in Haridwar
but a dense fog, especially in the month of January is
common. While from April to July, it is Summer Season in
Haridwar and temperatures range from 20ºC to 40ºC.

CLOTHING
Visitors should respect local codes of dress and
behaviour. The Indian subcontinent is conservative, so
women should avoid wearing shorts, mini-skirts and bare
backed dresses. Pants are acceptable. Women should
wear long pants or skirts to the ankles, Punjabi outﬁts or
Saris. No short skirts or shorts are allowed. Women must
be fully clothed when they bathe in the Ganges. They will
not be allowed to wear swimsuits. Carry lightweight
clothes that can be laundered easily.
During January / February, you will need light woolens,
sweaters, a light jacket or wool wrap. Dress in layers, so
that you can strip down during the warmer days.
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KUMBH MELA - PROPOSED BATHING DATES
The dates are as per information available and subject to change.

14 JANUARY
16 FEBRUARY
27 FEBRUARY
11 MARCH
28 MARCH
12 APRIL
14 APRIL
21 APRIL
27 APRIL
26 MAY

MAKAR SAKRANTI
BASANT PANCHAMI
MAGH PURNIMA (SANT RAVIDAS JAYANTI)
MAHA SHIVRATRI (SHAHI SNAN)
FALGUN PURNIMA
SOMVATI AMAVASYA (SHAHI SNAN)
MESH SAKRANTI (SHAHI SNAN)
RAM NAVMI
CHAITRA PURNAMASI (SHAHI SNAN)
VAISAKHI PURNIMA

MAKAR SANKRANTI
According to ancient Indian tradition, Kumbh Mela marks its
beginning on Makar Sankranti, the day when the sun and
moon enter Capricorn and Jupiter enters Aries which is
considered to be particularly auspicious because as per
ancient belief, the path from our Earth to other higher planets
is open on this day, enabling the soul to attain the heavenly
world. On this day at dawn, an immense crowd of millions of
pilgrims walk towards the Sangam and there are people
chanting and ﬂags and banners ﬂowing all over.

Amavasya or 'new moon day' is considered auspicious in
Hindu culture. Also, on this day, married Hindu women
observe a fast to pray for the long lives of their husband
while unmarried Hindu ladies fast to pray for a suitable
match for themselves. On this day, prayers are offered to
Lord Shiva and to one's deceased ancestors by taking a dip
in the holy Ganges river and no better place than Haridwar
during Kumbh Mela on this special day.
MESHA SANKRANTI
On Mesha Sankranti, Prayers are offered to the Sun God in
celebration of the Solar New Year. Devotees make pilgrimage
to holy places to mark this important Hindu festival. 'Punya
Kaal Mahurat' is a time duration of '40 Ghatis' or 16 hours
during which is considered auspicious for all activities such
as taking bath in the holy river, offering 'prasad' and prayers
to the Sun lord and offering charity to the needy. The
important festival is celebrated with lot of fervour and
festivity during Kumbh Mela.

BASANT PANCHAMI
Vasant Panchami marks the beginning of the spring season.
The festival of spring is celebrated with full vivacity and joy
amongst the Hindu people. In Hindi language, the word
“Basant/Vasant” means “spring” and “Panchami” means the
ﬁfth day. Vasant Panchami falls on the ﬁfth day of the Indian
month, Maagh (January-February). This festival is also known
as Saraswati Puja.
MAGHI PURNIMA
Magh Purnima or Magha Pournami, also known as Maha
Maghi, is one of the auspicious bathing dates for Hindu
devotees. Purnima is considered as signiﬁcant in terms of
spiritual practice and performing religious rituals. Samudra
Snan or Punya Nadi Snanam (holy dip in holy waters) on
MahaMaghi is highly meritorious deed.

RAMA NAVAMI
On the ninth day of the ﬁrst month of the Hindu lunar
calendar, 'Ram Navami' or Lord Ram's Birthday is celebrated
with great joy and fervour. On this day, chants of "Jai Shri
Rama' are heard throughout the day and celebrations reach a
crescendo during mid-day which was the birth time of Lord
Rama. tradition Having a dip in the holy river is considered
very auspicious and to be in Haridwar during Kumbh Mela is
every Hindu's dream.

MAHA SHIVRATRI
Maha Shivratri, a Hindu festival celebrated annually in honour
of the god Shiva. There is a Shivratri in every luni-solar
month of the Hindu calendar, on the month's 21st night/
22nd day, but once a year in late winter (February/March). It
is observed by remembering Shiva and chanting prayers,
fasting, doing Yoga, and meditating on ethics and virtues
such as self-restraint, honesty, non-injury to others,
forgiveness, and the discovery of Shiva.

CHAITRA PURNIMA
The full moon day during the month of Chaitra according to
the Hindu Lunar Calendar is celebrated as Chaitra Purnima.
On this day, prayers are offered to Chitragupta, the keeper of
Deeds, who observes our actions, labelling them as either
positive Karma or negative Karma and then declares the
result to Yama, the God of Death. A bath in the holy river on
this day and begets them virtues for their next life especially
during Kumbh Mela in Holy Ganges will remove all their sins.

PHALGUNA PURNIMA
Phalguna Purnima refers to the 'full moon day' on the eleventh
month of the Hindu lunar calendar, Phalguna. It is believed
that fasting from sunrise to moonlight on this day is extremely
auspicious and those who observe a fast receive Lord
Vishnu's blessings and an end to all their sufferings. Devotees
also take a dip in the Ganges river to wash away all their sins.

VAISHAKHA PURNIMA
The full moon night in the second month of the Hindu Lunar
calendar is celebrated as Vaishakha Purnima among Hindu's
across India. The day has great signiﬁcance as devotees
indulge in charitable and religious activities. Taking a bath in
the holy Ganges river is considered extremely auspicious and
there is no better place than Haridwar for this special
occasion.

SOMVATI AMAVASYA
Somvati Amavasya is a Sanskrit word which literally
translates to " New moon day occurring on a Monday".

Your Travel Partner in India
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Kumbh Mela &

Golden Temple Tour
(5 NIGHTS / 6 DAYS)

DAY 01: ARRIVAL IN HARIDWAR
Arrival at Haridwar. On arrival transfer to Camp
accommodation. Blessed by the presence of Brahma,
Vishnu and Maheshwar, the three major Hindu Gods, the
temple town of Haridwar is considered as one of the
most sacred Hindu sites in India.
The backdrop of beautiful Himalayan mountains, lush
green forests and a fast-moving river certainly adds a
charm to this holy city. Haridwar is a pilgrimage
destination for millions of Hindu people who come from
across India and even outside India to take a dip into the
holy water of the river Ganges.
The bustling noise from the sounding bells, chanting of
Vedic hymns and mantras create a vibrant atmosphere
during the Kumbh Mela. Processions are carried out by
various religious sects on camel-back and elephantback, while others travel in their gold and silver chariots
being pulled by devotees. Later part of day is free for you
to explore and immerse yourself in the spiritual
atmosphere of Kumbh Mela. Overnight stay in Camp.

It is widely believed that all sins of a person are washed
away when they take a dip in the river's holy water. It is
here that the greatest spiritual event on earth known as
Kumbh Mela takes place. The festival is once-in-a-lifetime
experience for every visitor who is curious about Hindu
religion and philosophy. Devotees belonging to certain
religious sects are dressed in amusing costumes, while
others are half or fully naked as per their religious values.

Haridwar
Kumbh Mela
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DAY 02-03: HARIDWAR

DAY 05: AMRITSAR

For next two days, you will witness the Kumbh Mela in
full fervour. This great Indian Festival attracts the largest
gathering of people on the planet for spiritual fulﬁlment.
A large number of Sadhus (sages) with their disciples
make Haridwar their home during Kumbh Mela. To live
among the Sadhus, who have dedicated their entire lives
to meditation and spiritual deeds is indeed a unique
experience of life. There are many Ashrams set up for
this special occasion where the Sadhus along with
disciples stay and have discourses about religion and
Hindu philosophy. You may also join them and take
advantage of their preaching to learn about the divine
path to 'Moksha'. There may also be an opportunity to
interact with them and take pictures of them with their
permission.

After breakfast, we will visit Golden Temple. The
Gurudwara (Sikh temple) is known by multiple names Golden Temple, Harmander Sahib, Darbar Sahib etc.
Built by Maharaja Ranjit Singh, the founder of the Sikh
Empire, the Golden Temple gets it name because the
upper domes of the temple are covered with 750
kilograms of pure gold.
The walkway from the entry gates to the main temple
entrance is surrounded by pools ﬁlled with holy water in
which Sikh gentlemen and ladies take bath as the water
is considered to be purifying. It is interesting to know
that all pilgrims to Golden Temple are offered free meal
at the temple which is catered by one of the largest
kitchens in the world that serves 100,000 meals a day.
With continuous hymn singing and music in the
background, the atmosphere inside the temple is replete
with devotion and peace. Also visit Akal Takht, the
immortal throne which was established in 17th century
by sixth Sikh Guru - Guru Hargobind Ji. Later we visit
'Jallianwala Bagh' which is witness to the most brutal
and gruesome act by the British rulers in India. In 1919,
General Dyer of the British army with a troop of 90
soldiers opened ﬁre at a peaceful group of 1500 people
who were celebrating the Indian festival of 'Baisakhi'.

If you go by the Hindu mythologies, then this is the only
time and place in the world where you can unburden
your sins and achieve 'Nirvana' from the vicious cycle of
birth and re-birth. Take dips in the holy water of Ganges
that is said to wash away all the sins of a person. Light a
Diya, attend Yoga sessions and make a wish, they do
come true! After full day of hustle and bustle, return to
Camp for nice meal and relax in your Luxury Camp.
Overnight stay.

In the afternoon, we will visit Wagah border, the "Berlin
Wall of Asia", a ceremonial border between India and
Pakistan. Each evening, there is a retreat ceremony
called 'lowering of the ﬂags'. The whole atmosphere is
ﬁlled with frenzy as crowds chant slogans to salute the
soldiers. Overnight say.

DAY 04: HARIDWAR-AMRITSAR
(400 KM, 8 HOURS)
After breakfast at the hotel, drive to Amritsar, city of
Golden Temple. The city was founded by Guru Ram Das
in sixteenth century and it is known world over for being
home to Golden Temple, the holiest shrine for Sikhs.
Upon arrival at Amritsar, check in at the hotel and
overnight stay.

Your Travel Partner in India

DAY 06: DEPARTURE
After breakfast, transfer to Amritsar airport or Railway
Station.
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Kumbh Mela

Golden Triangle Tour
(9 NIGHTS / 10 DAYS)

DAY 01: DELHI
Welcome at the airport and transfer to hotel.
Start visit of Delhi which is the capital city of India and
has served as the capital city to many ruling dynasties of
India. The city shows a perfect amalgamation of past and
present. Delhi is symbolized as chaotic embroidery of
primitive establishments, Mughal tombs, dusty bazaars
and colonial architecture. Today, we shall visit Old Delhi to
witness the grandeur of the Mughal Empire, the majestic
Red Fort which served as the capital and center of
operations for the Mughal emperor Shah Jahan for two
centuries. This majestic monument is now used as a
platform by the Prime minister of India to address the
people of the republic on the eve of Independence Day.
Later enjoy a rickshaw ride through the intricate alleys of
Chandni Chowk. After a joyful ride, we stop at Jama
Masjid which is the oldest and one of Asia's largest
mosques. It was built by Shah Jahan in the year 1656.
Then we visit Humayun's Tomb. It was the ﬁrst garden
tomb of Indian subcontinent. The tomb of Humayun was
built by his widow, Biga Begum (Hajji Begum) in 156970, 14 years after his death, at the cost of 1.5 million
rupees. It has inspired several major architectural
innovations, culminating in construction of Taj Mahal.
Return to hotel for overnight stay.

during the Kumbh Mela. Processions are carried out by
various religious sects on camel-back and elephant-back,
while others travel in their gold and silver chariots being
pulled by devotees. Later part of day is free for you to
explore and immerse yourself in the spiritual atmosphere
of Kumbh Mela. Overnight stay in Camp.

DAY 03-04: HARIDWAR
For next two days, you will witness the Kumbh Mela in full
fervour. This great Indian Festival attracts the largest
gathering of people on the planet for spiritual fulﬁlment. A
large number of Sadhus (sages) with their disciples make
Haridwar their home during Kumbh Mela. To live among
the Sadhus, who have dedicated their entire lives to
meditation and spiritual deeds is indeed a unique
experience of life. There are many Ashrams set up for this
special occasion where the Sadhus along with disciples
stay and have discourses about religion and Hindu
philosophy. You may also join them and take advantage of
their preaching to learn about the divine path to 'Moksha'.
There may also be an opportunity to interact with them
and take pictures of them with their permission.

DAY 02: DELHI – HARIDWAR (220 KM, 6 HOURS)
In the morning drive to Haridwar and upon arrival check in
at Camp accommodation. Blessed by the presence of
Brahma, Vishnu and Maheshwar, the three major Hindu
Gods, the temple town of Haridwar is considered as one
of the most sacred Hindu sites in India.
The backdrop of beautiful Himalayan mountains, lush
green forests and a fast-moving river certainly adds a
charm to this holy city. Haridwar is a pilgrimage
destination for millions of Hindu people who come from
across India and even outside India to take a dip into the
holy water of the river Ganges.

If you go by the Hindu mythologies, then this is the only
time and place in the world where you can unburden your
sins and achieve 'Nirvana' from the vicious cycle of birth
and re-birth. Take dips in the holy water of Ganges that is
said to wash away all the sins of a person. Light a Diya,
attend Yoga sessions and make a wish, they do come
true! After full day of hustle and bustle, return to Camp for
nice meal and relax in your Luxury Camp. Overnight stay.

It is widely believed that all sins of a person are washed
away when they take a dip in the river's holy water. It is
here that the greatest spiritual event on earth known as
Kumbh Mela takes place. The festival is once-in-a-lifetime
experience for every visitor who is curious about Hindu
religion and philosophy. Devotees belonging to certain
religious sects are dressed in amusing costumes, while
others are half or fully naked as per their religious values.

DAY 05: HARIDWAR – AGRA (400 KM, 8 HOURS)
After breakfast, get ready for a long drive to Agra which is
not only known for Taj Mahal, one of the Seven Wonders
of the World but has also played a signiﬁcant role in
shaping India history. On the way to hotel, glance at the
beautiful Taj Mahal and upon arrival at hotel check-in for
overnight stay.

The bustling noise from the sounding bells, chanting of
Vedic hymns and mantras create a vibrant atmosphere

Haridwar
Kumbh Mela
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DAY 08: JAIPUR
After breakfast, we leave for morning excursion to Amer
Fort. The Amer Fort in Jaipur was built with red sandstone
and white marble which makes it a stunning sight.
Ascend the Fort in unique style on elephant back.
Although the outer appearance of the fort is rough and
craggy, the interior presents a completely different picture
with numerous beautiful and intricate carvings. The
mirrors in the fort reﬂect the water in the lake - creating a
wonderful sight. The Fort also has remnants of its rich
past and the oldest of ruins dating back to the 16th
century.

DAY 06: AGRA
After breakfast, leave for city tour of Agra, once the
capital of Mughal India and centre of great power and
glory. Visit world famous "Taj Mahal", the monument of
love immortalized in marble. It was built by Emperor Shah
Jahan in the memory of his Queen Mumtaj. While the
arch-and-dome proﬁle of clean white marble has become
iconic, the beauty of Taj Mahal lies in its details: inlaid
semi-precious stones and Koranic verse in calligraphy
create an enchanting interior space.
Then visit Agra Fort which was built by Emperor Akbar.
He was undoubtedly the Greatest Mughal Emperor of
India. The construction of Agra fort commenced in the
1565 and completed in 1571. Built with red sandstone,
Agra Fort is a mixture of the Islamic and Hindu styles of
architecture. Next we visit Sikandra, the tomb of the great
Mughal emperor Akbar. The construction is a mixture of
many architectural styles and completely different from
earlier Mughal Buildings. Afternoon visit Itmad-udDaulah. It is a tomb built with white marble in the typical
Islamic style architecture. It was built by the Mughal
Empress Noor Jahan in the memory of her father.
Overnight stay.

In the afternoon, we will conduct the city tour of Jaipur
where we visit the City Palace and museums. The Palace
houses a prestigious collection of different types of
Rajasthani Dresses. The museum contains a fascinating
armoury of Rajput weapons; swords of all shapes and
sizes, with chased handles, some of them inlaid and
encrusted with jewels and encased in bold and
magniﬁcent scabbards. Near the city palace is the ornate
Hawa Mahal (Palace of winds), our next destination.
Hawa Mahal is ﬁve stories high and its windows are
decorated with delicate screens carved in stone. These
allowed royal ladies to view the city and bazaar without
being seen from below. Also visit Jantar Mantar,
magniﬁcent stone observatory built in 1728. The
observatory has large scientiﬁc instrument, interestingly
built in brick and mortar, including a very accurate 90 feet
sundial. The afternoon is kept free for you to explore the
local Bazaar or relax at the hotel. Overnight stay.

DAY 07: AGRA – FATEHPUR SIKRI – ABHANERI –
JAIPUR (270 KM, 6 HOURS)
In the morning, we will visit Fatehpur Sikri on our way to
Jaipur. Fatehpur Sikri is, undoubtedly, one of the best
preserved Mughal Palace cities in India. The city was built
by Great Mughal Emperor, Akbar, around 1570, by
employing some of the most renowned craftsmen of the
time and using highest quality material. However, the city
suffered a tragic fate as it had to be abandoned forty
years later due to failure of the water systems. Then
proceed to Abhaneri, a small Indian village which has one
of India's deepest and largest step wells (also known as
tank gardens). Step wells are unique to India. They were
used for preserving water to cope with the seasonal
availability of water in India. They served as a place for
social gatherings as predominantly women came to
collect water from them and were worshipped on
religious occasions for sustaining the villages. Continue
drive to Jaipur. Upon arrival and check in at hotel for
overnight stay.

Your Travel Partner in India

DAY 09: JAIPUR – DELHI (270 KM, 5 HOURS)
After breakfast, leave for Delhi. Upon arrival check in at
hotel. We shall provide you a car with driver for last
minute shopping or to visit any other place which you
may like to visit. Overnight stay.

DAY 10: DEPARTURE
After breakfast, transfer to Delhi airport to catch ﬂight for
onwards destination.
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Kumbh Mela
North India Tour

(9 NIGHTS / 10 DAYS)

DAY 01: DELHI
Welcome at the airport and transfer to hotel.
Start visit of Delhi which is the capital city of India and has served
as the capital city to many ruling dynasties of India. The city
shows a perfect amalgamation of past and present. Delhi is
symbolized as chaotic embroidery of primitive establishments,
Mughal tombs, dusty bazaars and colonial architecture. Today, we
shall visit Old Delhi to witness the grandeur of the Mughal Empire,
the majestic Red Fort which served as the capital and center of
operations for the Mughal emperor Shah Jahan for two centuries.
This majestic monument is now used as a platform by the Prime
minister of India to address the people of the republic on the eve
of Independence Day. Later enjoy a rickshaw ride through the
intricate alleys of Chandni Chowk. After a joyful ride, we stop at
Jama Masjid which is the oldest and one of Asia's largest
mosques. It was built by Shah Jahan in the year 1656. Then we
visit Humayun's Tomb. It was the ﬁrst garden tomb of Indian
subcontinent. The tomb of Humayun was built by his widow, Biga
Begum (Hajji Begum) in 1569-70, 14 years after his death, at the
cost of 1.5 million rupees. It has inspired several major
architectural innovations, culminating in construction of Taj Mahal.
Return to hotel for overnight stay.

It is widely believed that all sins of a person are washed away
when they take a dip in the river's holy water. It is here that the
greatest spiritual event on earth known as Kumbh Mela takes
place. The festival is once-in-a-lifetime experience for every visitor
who is curious about Hindu religion and philosophy. Devotees
belonging to certain religious sects are dressed in amusing
costumes, while others are half or fully naked as per their religious
values.
The bustling noise from the sounding bells, chanting of Vedic
hymns and mantras create a vibrant atmosphere during the
Kumbh Mela. Processions are carried out by various religious
sects on camel-back and elephant-back, while others travel in
their gold and silver chariots being pulled by devotees. Later part
of day is free for you to explore and immerse yourself in the
spiritual atmosphere of Kumbh Mela. Overnight stay in Camp.

DAY 02: DELHI – HARIDWAR (220 KM, 6 HOURS)
In the morning drive to Haridwar and upon arrival check in at
Camp accommodation. Blessed by the presence of Brahma,
Vishnu and Maheshwar, the three major Hindu Gods, the temple
town of Haridwar is considered as one of the most sacred Hindu
sites in India.

DAY 03-04: HARIDWAR
For next two days, you will witness the Kumbh Mela in full
fervour. This great Indian Festival attracts the largest gathering of
people on the planet for spiritual fulﬁlment. A large number of
Sadhus (sages) with their disciples make Haridwar their home
during Kumbh Mela. To live among the Sadhus, who have
dedicated their entire lives to meditation and spiritual deeds is
indeed a unique experience of life. There are many Ashrams set
up for this special occasion where the Sadhus along with disciples
stay and have discourses about religion and Hindu philosophy.
You may also join them and take advantage of their preaching to
learn about the divine path to 'Moksha'. There may also be an
opportunity to interact with them and take pictures of them with
their permission.

The backdrop of beautiful Himalayan mountains, lush green
forests and a fast-moving river certainly adds a charm to this holy
city. Haridwar is a pilgrimage destination for millions of Hindu
people who come from across India and even outside India to take
a dip into the holy water of the river Ganges.

If you go by the Hindu mythologies, then this is the only time and
place in the world where you can unburden your sins and achieve
'Nirvana' from the vicious cycle of birth and re-birth. Take dips in
the holy water of Ganges that is said to wash away all the sins of
a person. Light a Diya, attend Yoga sessions and make a wish,
they do come true! After full day of hustle and bustle, return to
Camp for nice meal and relax in your Luxury Camp. Overnight stay.

DAY 05: HARIDWAR – CHANDIGARH
(210 KM, 5 HOURS)
After breakfast, you shall leave for Chandigarh which is the 'ﬁrst
planned city of India', a dream envisaged by India's ﬁrst Prime
Minister and executed to perfection by world renowned architect,
Le Corbusier.

Haridwar
Kumbh Mela
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engage in meditation at the massive meditation hall and perform
Buddhist rituals such as turning the prayer wheels to collect merit
and purify your 'karma'. You can also visit the library to see
preserved ancient sacred texts and know more about the
Buddhist philosophy.
Next we visit the Bhaksu Nag temple which is a Hindu temple
dedicated to Lord Shiva. The sacred shrine has two pools of water
that have Sulphur which is believed to have heeling properties. An
annual fair organised in the month of September attracts lots of
tourists from around the globe.
Near the temple is the Bhaksu Nag waterfall which is a scenic
waterbody surrounded by thick deodar and cedar trees offering
amazing views. Overnight stay.

DAY 08: DHARAMSHALA – AMRITSAR
(210 KM, 5 HOURS)

Arrival and check in at hotel. Later start city tour of Chandigarh
visiting the buildings designed by Le Corbusier include the Capitol
Complex comprising of High Court, Secretariat and State
Assembly. Besides the complex, The nearby Rock Garden
designed by Nek Chand, is a unique creation and dream world of
magniﬁcent sculptures of palaces, temples, soldiers, animals made
of stones, recycled ceramics and broken chinaware. Overnight stay.

After a hearty morning breakfast at the hotel, You will leave, via
train or ﬂight, for Amritsar, city of Golden Temple. The city was
founded by Guru Ram Das in sixteenth century and it is known
world over for being home to Golden Temple, the holiest shrine for
Sikhs. Upon arrival at Amritsar, check in at the hotel.
In the afternoon, we will visit Wagah border, the "Berlin Wall of
Asia", a ceremonial border between India and Pakistan. Each
evening, there is a retreat ceremony called 'lowering of the ﬂags'.
The whole atmosphere is ﬁlled with frenzy as crowds chant
slogans to salute the soldiers.

DAY 06: CHANDIGARH – DHARAMSHALA
(250 KM, 6 HOURS)
In the morning, we will leave for Dharamshala which is a hill
station situated in Kangra valley overlooking the beautiful snowcapped Dhauladhar Mountain Range of Himalayas. This hill
station is the seat of The Dalai Lama, religious leader of Tibetan
Buddhist people, who escaped from Tibet when the Chinese took
control in 1959 and found refuge in India. There are over 10,000
Tibetans residing in Dharamshala, which is home to numerous
Tibetan monasteries, organisations, schools and nunneries.

The visitors are also encouraged to participate with Indian Flags
and dance to the tunes of patriotic songs. Soldiers from both
sides, India and Pakistan, compete with each other on parade
skills to bring glory to their respective nations. After attending the
glorious exhibit, return to hotel for overnight stay.

DAY 09: AMRITSAR

After checking into the hotel, we will leave for afternoon visit to
the Tibetan Refugee Camp. At the refugee camp you can engage
with the local Tibetan community and learn more about the
Tibetan lifestyle and the political issues that have engulfed their
country. The camp hosts volunteers from all countries who offer
language classes and computer training to Tibetan children. You
can also become a volunteer if you send an advance request at
the camp.

After breakfast at the hotel, we will visit Golden Temple. The
Gurudwara (Sikh temple) is known by multiple names - Golden
Temple, Harmander Sahib, Darbar Sahib etc. Built by Maharaja
Ranjit Singh, the founder of the Sikh Empire, the Golden Temple
gets it name because the upper domes of the temple are covered
with 750 kilograms of pure gold.
The walkway from the entry gates to the main temple entrance is
surrounded by pools ﬁlled with holy water in which Sikh
gentlemen and ladies take bath as the water is considered to be
purifying. It is interesting to know that all pilgrims to Golden
Temple are offered free meal at the temple which is catered by
one of the largest kitchens in the world that serves 100,000
meals a day. With continuous hymn singing and music in the
background, the atmosphere inside the temple is replete with
devotion and peace. Also visit Akal Takht, the immortal throne
which was established in 17th century by sixth Sikh Guru - Guru
Hargobind Ji.

Later visit Dal lake and Naddi sunset point which provides
beautiful panoramic views of the valley and snow-clad Himalayan
mountains. Overnight Stay.

DAY 07 : DHARAMSHALA
After breakfast at the hotel, we will visit the Dalai Lama temple
which serves as the ofﬁcial residence of His Holiness the Dalai
Lama. The temple has an extremely peaceful and meditative
atmosphere and is decorated with beautiful statues of Lord
Buddha, Avaloktwshwara and others. At the temple, you can

Later we visit 'Jallianwala Bagh' which is witness to the most
brutal and gruesome act by the British rulers in India. In 1919,
General Dyer of the British army with a troop of 90 soldiers
opened ﬁre at a peaceful group of 1500 people who were
celebrating the Indian festival of 'Baisakhi'. The gory site still ﬁlls
the minds of the people with lot of anguish and horror. After
paying your respects to the dead at Jallianwala Bagh, return to
hotel for overnight stay.

DAY 10: AMRITSAR – DELHI (BY FLIGHT)
Transfer to airport to catch ﬂight for Delhi. Upon arrival, we shall
provide you car and driver at your disposal for last minute
shopping or visiting Delhi and later transfer to Delhi airport to
catch your ﬂight to onwards destination.
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Best of India Tour
(10 NIGHTS / 11 DAYS)

DAY 01: DELHI
Welcome at the airport and transfer to hotel.
Start visit of Delhi which is the capital city of India and has served
as the capital city to many ruling dynasties of India. The city
shows a perfect amalgamation of past and present. Delhi is
symbolized as chaotic embroidery of primitive establishments,
Mughal tombs, dusty bazaars and colonial architecture. Today, we
shall visit Old Delhi to witness the grandeur of the Mughal Empire,
the majestic Red Fort which served as the capital and center of
operations for the Mughal emperor Shah Jahan for two centuries.
This majestic monument is now used as a platform by the Prime
minister of India to address the people of the republic on the eve
of Independence Day. Later enjoy a rickshaw ride through the
intricate alleys of Chandni Chowk. After a joyful ride, we stop at
Jama Masjid which is the oldest and one of Asia's largest
mosques. It was built by Shah Jahan in the year 1656. Then we
visit Humayun's Tomb. It was the ﬁrst garden tomb of Indian
subcontinent. The tomb of Humayun was built by his widow, Biga
Begum (Hajji Begum) in 1569-70, 14 years after his death, at the
cost of 1.5 million rupees. It has inspired several major
architectural innovations, culminating in construction of Taj Mahal.
Return to hotel for overnight stay.

greatest spiritual event on earth known as Kumbh Mela takes
place. The festival is once-in-a-lifetime experience for every visitor
who is curious about Hindu religion and philosophy. Devotees
belonging to certain religious sects are dressed in amusing
costumes, while others are half or fully naked as per their religious
values.
The bustling noise from the sounding bells, chanting of Vedic
hymns and mantras create a vibrant atmosphere during the
Kumbh Mela. Processions are carried out by various religious
sects on camel-back and elephant-back, while others travel in
their gold and silver chariots being pulled by devotees. Later part
of day is free for you to explore and immerse yourself in the
spiritual atmosphere of Kumbh Mela. Overnight stay in Camp.

DAY 02: DELHI – HARIDWAR (220 KM, 6 HOURS)
In the morning drive to Haridwar and upon arrival check in at
Camp accommodation. Blessed by the presence of Brahma,
Vishnu and Maheshwar, the three major Hindu Gods, the temple
town of Haridwar is considered as one of the most sacred Hindu
sites in India.

DAY 03-04: HARIDWAR
For next two days, you will witness the Kumbh Mela in full
fervour. This great Indian Festival attracts the largest gathering of
people on the planet for spiritual fulﬁlment. A large number of
Sadhus (sages) with their disciples make Haridwar their home
during Kumbh Mela. To live among the Sadhus, who have
dedicated their entire lives to meditation and spiritual deeds is
indeed a unique experience of life. There are many Ashrams set
up for this special occasion where the Sadhus along with disciples
stay and have discourses about religion and Hindu philosophy.
You may also join them and take advantage of their preaching to
learn about the divine path to 'Moksha'. There may also be an
opportunity to interact with them and take pictures of them with
their permission.

The backdrop of beautiful Himalayan mountains, lush green
forests and a fast-moving river certainly adds a charm to this holy
city. Haridwar is a pilgrimage destination for millions of Hindu
people who come from across India and even outside India to take
a dip into the holy water of the river Ganges.
It is widely believed that all sins of a person are washed away
when they take a dip in the river's holy water. It is here that the

If you go by the Hindu mythologies, then this is the only time and
place in the world where you can unburden your sins and achieve
'Nirvana' from the vicious cycle of birth and re-birth. Take dips in
the holy water of Ganges that is said to wash away all the sins of
a person. Light a Diya, attend Yoga sessions and make a wish,
they do come true! After full day of hustle and bustle, return to
Camp for nice meal and relax in your Luxury Camp. Overnight
stay.

DAY 05: HARIDWAR – AGRA (400 KM, 8 HOURS)
After breakfast, get ready for a long drive to Agra which is not
only known for Taj Mahal, one of the Seven Wonders of the World
but has also played a signiﬁcant role in shaping India history. On
the way to hotel, glance at the beautiful Taj Mahal and upon
arrival at hotel check-in for overnight stay.
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style on elephant back. Although the outer appearance of the fort
is rough and craggy, the interior presents a completely different
picture with numerous beautiful and intricate carvings. The
mirrors in the fort reﬂect the water in the lake – creating a
wonderful sight. The Fort also has remnants of its rich past and
the oldest of ruins dating back to the 16th century.

DAY 06: AGRA
After breakfast, leave for city tour of Agra, once the capital of
Mughal India and centre of great power and glory. Visit world
famous "Taj Mahal", the monument of love immortalized in
marble. It was built by Emperor Shah Jahan in the memory of his
Queen Mumtaj. While the arch-and-dome proﬁle of clean white
marble has become iconic, the beauty of Taj Mahal lies in its
details: inlaid semi-precious stones and Koranic verse in
calligraphy create an enchanting interior space.

In the afternoon, we will conduct the city tour of Jaipur where we
visit the City Palace and museums. The Palace houses a
prestigious collection of different types of Rajasthani Dresses. The
museum contains a fascinating armoury of Rajput weapons;
swords of all shapes and sizes, with chased handles, some of
them inlaid and encrusted with jewels and encased in bold and
magniﬁcent scabbards. Near the city palace is the ornate Hawa
Mahal (Palace of winds), our next destination. Hawa Mahal is ﬁve
stories high and its windows are decorated with delicate screens
carved in stone. These allowed royal ladies to view the city and
bazaar without being seen from below. Also visit Jantar Mantar,
magniﬁcent stone observatory built in 1728. The observatory has
large scientiﬁc instrument, interestingly built in brick and mortar,
including a very accurate 90 feet sundial. The afternoon is kept
free for you to explore the local Bazaar or relax at the hotel.
Overnight stay.

Then visit Agra Fort which was built by Emperor Akbar. He was
undoubtedly the Greatest Mughal Emperor of India. The
construction of Agra fort commenced in the 1565 and completed
in 1571. Built with red sandstone, Agra Fort is a mixture of the
Islamic and Hindu styles of architecture. Next we visit Sikandra,
the tomb of the great Mughal emperor Akbar. The construction is
a mixture of many architectural styles and completely different
from earlier Mughal Buildings. Afternoon visit Itmad-ud-Daulah. It
is a tomb built with white marble in the typical Islamic style
architecture. It was built by the Mughal Empress Noor Jahan in the
memory of her father. Overnight stay.

DAY 07: AGRA – FATEHPUR SIKRI – ABHANERI –
JAIPUR (270 KM, 6 HOURS)

DAY 09: JAIPUR – VARANASI (BY FLIGHT)

In the morning, we will visit Fatehpur Sikri on our way to Jaipur.
Fatehpur Sikri is, undoubtedly, one of the best preserved Mughal
Palace cities in India.

Transfer to Airport to catch ﬂight for Varanasi. Arrival at Varanasi
and transfer to hotel. Varanasi is most important place of
pilgrimage for Hindus and the sight of devout praying standing
water deep in Ganges. Afternoon, tour of Ganges by boat and
experience Aarti ceremony on ghat there. Return to hotel for
overnight stay.

The city was built by Great Mughal Emperor, Akbar, around 1570,
by employing some of the most renowned craftsmen of the time
and using highest quality material. However, the city suffered a
tragic fate as it had to be abandoned forty years later due to
failure of the water systems.

DAY 10: VARANASI
Early Morning boat cruise on the river Ganges to visit Bathing
Ghats. See Varanasi come alive along the banks of the river and
people bathing in the holy water and worshipping the rising sun.
Witness the conclusion of life at the riverbank holy cremation
grounds. Return to hotel for breakfast. Later, city tour of Varanasi
visiting various temples. Afternoon excursion to Sarnath. It was
here that the Lord Buddha delivered his ﬁrst sermon and set in
motion the wheel of law of buddhist faith. Overnight stay.

Then proceed to Abhaneri, a small Indian village which has one of
India's deepest and largest step wells (also known as tank
gardens). Step wells are unique to India. They were used for
preserving water to cope with the seasonal availability of water in
India. They served as a place for social gatherings as
predominantly women came to collect water from them and were
worshipped on religious occasions for sustaining the villages.
Continue drive to Jaipur. Upon arrival and check in at hotel for
overnight stay.

DAY 11: VARANASI – DELHI (BY FLIGHT)
In the morning, we shall arrange your transfer to Varanasi airport
to catch ﬂight for Delhi. Upon arrival, we shall provide you car and
driver at your disposal for last minute shopping or visiting Delhi
and transfer to Delhi airport to catch your ﬂight to onwards
destination.

DAY 08: JAIPUR
After breakfast, we leave for morning excursion to Amer Fort. The
Amer Fort in Jaipur was built with red sandstone and white
marble which makes it a stunning sight. Ascend the Fort in unique
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while others travel in their gold and silver chariots being
pulled by devotees. Later part of day is free for you to
explore and immerse yourself in the spiritual atmosphere
of Kumbh Mela. Overnight stay in Camp.

DAY 2 & 3: HARIDWAR

(3 NIGHTS / 4 DAYS)

For next two days, you will witness the Kumbh Mela in full
fervour. This great Indian Festival attracts the largest
gathering of people on the planet for spiritual fulﬁlment. A
large number of Sadhus (sages) with their disciples make
Haridwar their home during Kumbh Mela. To live among
the Sadhus, who have dedicated their entire lives to
meditation and spiritual deeds is indeed a unique
experience of life.

DAY 1: ARRIVAL IN HARIDWAR
Arrival at Haridwar. On arrival transfer to Camp
accommodation. Blessed by the presence of Brahma,
Vishnu and Maheshwar, the three major Hindu Gods, the
temple town of Haridwar is considered as one of the most
sacred Hindu sites in India.
The backdrop of beautiful Himalayan mountains, lush
green forests and a fast-moving river certainly adds a
charm to this holy city. Haridwar is a pilgrimage
destination for millions of Hindu people who come from
across India and even outside India to take a dip into the
holy water of the river Ganges.

There are many Ashrams set up for this special occasion
where the Sadhus along with disciples stay and have
discourses about religion and Hindu philosophy. You may
also join them and take advantage of their preaching to
learn about the divine path to 'Moksha'. There may also be
an opportunity to interact with them and take pictures of
them with their permission.

It is widely believed that all sins of a person are washed
away when they take a dip in the river's holy water. It is
here that the greatest spiritual event on earth known as
Kumbh Mela takes place. The festival is once-in-a-lifetime
experience for every visitor who is curious about Hindu
religion and philosophy. Devotees belonging to certain
religious sects are dressed in amusing costumes, while
others are half or fully naked as per their religious values.

If you go by the Hindu mythologies, then this is the only
time and place in the world where you can unburden your
sins and achieve 'Nirvana' from the vicious cycle of birth
and re-birth. Take dips in the holy water of Ganges that is
said to wash away all the sins of a person. Light a Diya,
attend Yoga sessions and make a wish, they do come
true! After full day of hustle and bustle, return to Camp for
nice meal and relax in your Luxury Camp. Overnight stay.

The bustling noise from the sounding bells, chanting of
Vedic hymns and mantras create a vibrant atmosphere
during the Kumbh Mela. Processions are carried out by
various religious sects on camel-back and elephant-back,
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DAY 4: DEPARTURE
After breakfast, you will be dropped at any place in Haridwar.
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Accommodation in Luxury Camp

THE LUXURY CAMP

CAMP FACILITIES

In every Kumbh Mela, we accommodate visitors from
across the world in a very comfortable way, with hygienic
food in luxury camp. These are equipped with all modern
amenities, attached bathroom with hot & cold water and
housekeeping services for their comfort.

Your Travel Partner in India

Attached toilet facility with amenities
Accommodations with Quality Linens
Ÿ Running Water in Toilets with Toiletries
Ÿ Multi cuisine Dining Hall
Ÿ Guest services (24 hours)
Ÿ

Ÿ

15

Haridwar
Kumbh Mela

“It is wonderful, the power of a faith, that can make multitudes of the old and weak and
the young and frail enter without hesitation or complaint upon such incredible journeys
and endure the resultant miseries without repining. It is done in love, or it is done in fear;
I do not know which it is. No matter what the impulse is, the act born of it is beyond
imagination, marvelous to our kind of people, the cold whites”
- Mark Twain
a famous American writer
after visiting Kumbh Mela in 1895

(Approved by Department of Tourism, Govt. of India)

Head Office
1st Floor, Bhanot House, 17, Community Centre, Gulmohar Enclave Extn., New Delhi-110049, INDIA
Tel.: +91-11-47674000 (50 Lines)
E-mail: info@statexp.in • Web: www.stateexpressindia.com

